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many countries, especially of China and India, will
have very little to say about their marvellous creations
in the domain of culture, creations which have im-
mensely enriched the civilisation of mankind. History
books on these two countries, written from the poli-
tical standpoint, do them a great injustice by present-
ing only one aspect of their creative life in which they
fared perhaps not as remarkably as in those higher
enterprises which, according to them, are the true
aim of culture. And this narrow, truncated presenta-
tion proves all the more effectively misleading by the
very reason of its being based upon a one-sided truth.
It cannot therefore be accepted as a correct and com-
plete study of the historical evolution of these two
oldest peoples of the world. Politics alone cannot be
the sole content of history, at any rate, of the history
of China and India. In other countries too, as in these*,
it has been almost always only one of their many
activities. How can history, pledged to that one phase
of a nation's life, be called an authentic record of all
the multiple expressions of its soul, far less a revealer
of the secret intention of Nature in it?

The connotation of the term politics cannot by any
stretch of ingenuity be so widened as to include the
various efforts that a people makes to accelerate its
national progress. Alan is of course not a Apolitical
being* only. And an cldeal State' is neither possible
in the existing order of things, nor can it be a solution,
for all the problems with which he is confronted in his
collective life. Rather, it is his politics which, more